THE  POWERS THAT BE                177
Turkey's Asiatic provinces, and form the XlVth Army Corps. This musters two divisions of two regiments each, and each regiment is three battalions strong. The four-company system is in vogue, and the average strength of a company is a hundred men.
In 1913 large drafts were transferred to Europe and Asia Minor from the battalions still at Yamen. Of 10,000 reinforcements earmarked for the vilayet only 3000 have arrived up to date. I estimate the present strength of the XlVth Army Corps at 5000 men (April,
Its distribution changes with political conditions and local emergencies. The bulk of it is at Sanaa, and with the Imam. Hodeida comes next in importance as a military centre, and from here troops are detached to hold Loheia and the Loheia-Zahran line of posts along the Asiri frontier.
There is a battalion at Menakha, distributed among the forts and outlying posts. Detachments of it are scattered all over the district of Harraz down to Hejeilah.
The rest of the troops are posted at the principal towns ofjthe Tihama and the central plateau, with detachments Xt outlying posts.
There are not enough men to go round. To give an example, there are but two companies at Beit al-Fakih, the centre of administration for the turbulent district of the Dheranik. As a natural consequence, the garrison has been beleaguered for months, and has yet to be relieved. Concentration is indicated, and yet it is difficult to %iy how this could be done without creating an upheaval in outlying districts, which would spread throughout the vilayet.